Survey of the use of the interim hospital order in Scotland (1985-94).
A retrospective case note review was undertaken of all admissions to the State Hospital under an Interim Hospital Order between 1985 and 1994 (n = 73). This represented 89 per cent of all Interim Orders made by the Scottish courts during this time period. Thirty-one per cent of patients received a non hospital disposal at the end of the assessment. Seventy-eight per cent of the interim hospital orders were for a period of three months of less. The demographic, illness and offense backgrounds of the group is presented. In addition, the outcome of the assessment is discussed in the light of current legislative changes.